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DEFYING predictions that it would Implode as an 
economic disaster. Mauritius In 56yean; since In-
dependence has progressed from a sugar-based 
monoculb.Jre to a diversified economy that In-
cludes tourism, financial services, manufacturing. 
textiles and, if current plans bear fruit. advanced 
technology, In the last decade, Mauritius has 
posted a growth rate of 5%. However, a new era 
of economic and social shocks may hamper the 
growth trajectory of Mauritius In many ways. 
And these shocks frequency and severity have 
Increased dramatic.ally, and they are coming from 
all directions viz climate chaos. pandemic, war, 
the weaponlzatlon of Investment and trade, de-
mographic declines. and labour shortages. Just to 
name a few. At the heart of today's crisis are bro· 
ken approaches to growth, economic manase• 
ment. and pernance. ls Mau rltlus ready to only 
survive or to thrive In a world of ever-lncreasins 
disruption ?Clearly, the value at risk from I nactlon 
and Incompetence highly e,cceeds the cost of ac-
tion with a direct Impact on our Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP~ 

The die is cast As per Statista and Statistics 
Mauritius, the country currentlv has more than 
225,000 people over the <1geof 60.Asof Decem-
ber 2022. 6.3'6 of the population was between 
the ases of 60-64, whereas 13.1'6 of the popula-
tion W/6 over the age of 65. The population <1ge 
structure Is shifting from wide base to shrlnklns 
base and thickening body, showing an aselns 
population. Ageing reduces the labour supply 
and produces other Imbalances aod stresses. A 
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reduction In the growth of theworklngase popu-
lation limits t he supply potential of the economy, 
while also producing Imbalances In pension and 
social security systems. In the face of this chal-
lenge, only sweetening the palate of the elderly 
will not suffice. In the United States (US), a 10'6 
lncrel6e In the fraction of the population ages 
60+ decreases the growth rate of GDP per capita 
by55%.. 

Ageing Isn't an asset for our growth and de-
velopment; It's a liability. This Is alarming for 
Mauritius. Ageing Is c.aJSlng labour shortases In 
oose employment sectors like education. health• 
care, retail, and hospital~ As per the latest mar• 
ket surwy of 2023, employers are struggllns to 
fl II open positions. Youth unemployment stood at 
17.8% as of September 2023. The decline of the 
world ns ase population and a rising dependency 
ratio will Increase pressure on soclal protection 
system and the fl seal outlook lncomlr~nears and 
may pose huge challenses to growth. 

The horror, on January 24, brought by torren• 
tlal rains and floodlns Is a reminder that we are 
at the mercy of severe environmental risks. The 
International Federation of Red Cross Africa said 
that more than 1.000 people were evacuated, 
and about 8.400 people In Mauritius were with-
out power. More than m vehkles were dam-
ai,!d and abandoned by their owners as a result 
of the flood that hit the capital, Port Louis. 

It's a fact that the Impacts of ell mate chanse 
In Mauritius are likely to become worse In the 
short and medium term. and over the long term 
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termlned by the strength of its Institutions 
and strong pernment Singapore has 
achieved great lewis of wealth and human 
development through strong government 
and better Inst itutional set-(Jp. Though In 
Mauritius. strong government means hav-
ing the highest number ot elected Mem-
bers of Parllament (M P's~ In contrast to 
the Mau rltlan reality, strong government 
Is one that provides an effective and fair 
administration through clean, motivated 
and competent administrators who can 
deliver good governance. In addition, gov-
ernment actions are constrained by a high 

code of moral, righteous behaviour, 
and democratic accountability. 

The people of this country 
have the right to know 
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quite pos-

the affairs of the gov• 
ernment. Past elec-

tions are testimony 
that we did not 
choose a particu-
lar class/Ideology. 
rather it was more 
than a protest 
vote against the 
previous res I me. A 

sense of economic 

SHOULD INCREASE 
NATIONAL RESILIENCE 

TO CLIMATE DISASTERS, 
ENHANCE CAPABILITY 

AND CAPACITY BUILDING, 
PROVIDE GENUINE 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE, 
AND SUPPORT 

DISADVANTAGED 
COMMUNITIES• 

despair hangs In the 
air these days. Politl-

'-hm~ are well advised 
to remember that there 

Is an Impending limit to how 
much they can harbour their 

personal ambitions rather than act-
ing as a true patriot and work towards the 
economic benefits of one and all. 

sibly threaten 
human life as we 
know it. An emergency 
preparedness program, withas-
soclatedfundingshall be put in placetorm-
lgated lsaster. Thea Im of this program shall 
be seared to Increase national resilience to 
climate disasters, enhance capability and 
capacity bulldlng, provide senulne techni-
cal assistance. and support dlsadvantalJl?d 
communities. According to the World Risk 
Report 2021. Mauritius was classlfled as 
the 51" most exposed country to natural 
hazard. The UN report SIDS In Numb6s 
.2017 projects that Mauritius will become 
a water-str~ed country by 2025, barely 
one year from now. Through the years, 
It seemed that a complacency syndrome 
has gripped Mauritius. Policymakers are 
warned. 'It's time to repair the ro<t whlle the 
SIii is still shin/~. Undoubtedly. we are llv-
lng through an unprecedented Increase in 
severe weather events. In order to meet 
this moment. we need to break away from 
the rinse and repeat of disaster r~ponse 
and recOYery. It Is only through intentional, 
smart planning and Investments that we 
will create communities reslllent In the 
face of the extreme we.1ther events of to-
day and the future. 

It's no wonder that a country's eco-
nomic record and economic future Is de-

The pandemic, global trade disrup-
tions. spurring growth and surging Infla-
tion should serve as a wake-(Jp call to an 
outdated economic model. Maurlth.K des• 
perately needs a consistent asenda that Is 
not dictated by the whims of the chair, but 
the need of a broader group. Uncertainty 

and complexity about one's professional 
and economic prospects have increased 
exponentially In the last few years. The 
upward mobility that earlier generations 
enfoyed no longer seems llkely. The time to 
act Is now, and gowrrvnent needs to move 
from "talking the talk " to "walklns the 
walk~ The need of the hour Is 'structural 
reforms'. As per The Economist, structural 
reforms mean changM to the Wllf pern-
ment works. Commitment to structural re-
forms Is key to increase the economic pros-
perity of Mauritius. Politlclans know that 
structural reforms are the Wllf forward. It 
enhances competition. foster Innovation, 
and drive Institutional cha,.. However, 
structural reforms do not come without 
pain and Immediate gains may take months 
and years to materialise. This pain shies 
away politfclans as they are more Interest• 
ed in getting re-elected°' stll'(lng In power 
forever. The beauty of structural reforms 
Is, the fruit will take time to come, but it's 
flower renders posslblll~.prosperity and 
promises. 

ff we do not move quickly, Inaction will 
condemn us to low growth. low productiv-
ity. and a greater bleak future. The promise 
of hlghlnclusfvegrowthwlllglwwaytothe 
horrid combination of high lnflatlon, finan• 
clal Instability and worsening secular prob-
lems like climate change and demosraphlc 
decline. lnevltabl')( this will take soclal and 
political tensions from bad to worse. Trust 
In Institutions will prove harder to restore. 
Unsustainable solutions will become more 
elusive. leavlf'6 us with an uncomfortable 
risk of collateral damage and unintended 
consequencei. 

• There canes a time In the I/feet every no-
t/al when It stand. at the crossroads ct history 
and must dloose whldl W<rf to JO.• - Late Ld 
Bdlod11 Shastri. lndo Prime Minim, (1964-
1966). 


